VARIOUS CONQUESTS
ered by our four-dimensional selves, who have to work during
sleep without the sharp focus and business-like attention of the
first observer. Remembering dreams on waking, we feel as if we
had been plunged into another kind of existence . . , and there
is often lingering in our minds a feeling that somehow they were
oddly significant. Now Dunne holds that the dreaming self, now
moving in Time Two, has a wide length of Time One, the fourth
dimension, stretched before it, and so contrives to telescope into
the fantastic narratives of dream both images from the past and
images from the future.
'It was this interpretation of dreams, forced upon him by his
own experience, that opened these dizzy vistas to Dunne. Over
a period of years he remembered and analysed many of his
dreams, made elaborate notes, and then discovered that they
ransacked the future as well as the past. You dream that you
see three elephants walking round a pond. On waking you
remember that the pond is one you knew as a child. But you
have never seen three elephants walking in that particular
fashion. Yet perhaps, years hence, you will one day see three
elephants not walking round a pond, but moving in the same
way as they did in your dream. You arrive at that point in the
track of Time One which you, as Observer Two, to whom Time
One is not real Time, caught a glimpse of, years before, in the
dream. You will then be haunted by that strange feeling of
familiarity of having seen all this before. There are several
explanations for it, ranging from reincarnation to a supposed
occasional time-lag between the two halves of the brain. Dunne's
seems not only the most fascinating, but also the most satisfying.
And his theory of dreams went further than all others in account-
ing for the queer scenery and personages and actions of these
dramas of the night.
cOut of this Serialism of Dunne's came a theory of immor-
tality. . . . According to Dunne we catch a confused glimpse,
immensely confused and chaotic because we try to interpret
what we experience in terms that lack a necessary dimension, of
this more complicated existence in our dreams. As a series of
observers with our attention for ever moving across new fields
of Time that are really added dimensions, we must, in Dunne's
view, be immortal, or at least, the ultimate observer in us must
be immortal. We are engaged, accorcling to him, in the process
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